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Puerto Aguadulce starts operations in 2020 with the arrival of the APL 

ESPLANADE, the largest container vessel that has arrived in the country 
 

● Operated by the CMA CGM Group, a leading global shipping and logistics Company, 
the APL ESPLANADE is the largest vessel that has arrived in Colombia with a length 
(LOA) of 368.82 meters and 51 meters of sleeve (width).    

 
Buenaventura, 7 January 2020.   A new fact ratifies Buenaventura as a strategic port city 
for Colombia and its foreign trade, facing the Asia-Pacific region and the world. The ship APL 
ESPLANADE, operated by the CMA CGM Group, a leading global shipping and logistics 
Company, arrived in Buenaventura: it is the largest vessel to reach Colombia. It arrives from 
Asia and continues its journey to other South American ports, transporting containers.    
 
With a length of 368.82 meters, equivalent to almost four professional football fields and 
51 meters of manga (width), this is the largest container vessel that has touched a 
Colombian terminal with a capacity of 13,892 containers (TEUS). This fact reveals the 
importance, capacity and competitiveness of the Port of Buenaventura, a port city with high 
potential that lies in its proximity to large cities such as Bogota, Medellin and Cali. 
 
"For Puerto Aguadulce to receive this type of ship is an honor and a great responsibility. We 
work continuously under our vision to be a strategic ally of the Colombian industry. At the 
end of last year we received in our Port the vessel with the highest capacity that has docked 
in Colombia, and now we receive the largest physical size one, confirming that Puerto 
Aguadulce is a terminal with global service standards, technology, infrastructure and 
security," said Miguel Abisambra, General Manager of  Puerto Aguadulce. 
 
The APL ESPLANADE sails on the CMA CGM Group’s Asia Central South America (ACSA 1) 
service which links East Asia with Central and South America. 
 

END 
 
 
 
About Puerto Aguadulce 
Puerto Aguadulce is a latest generation container terminal, which began operations in November 
2016, achieving high standards of productivity, safety and security in all its operations. Its two major 
shareholders are two of the world's leading port operators: International Container Terminal 
Services, Inc. (ICTSI) of the Philippines and PSA of Singapore. 
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About PSA 
PSA is a leading global port group and a trusted partner to cargo stakeholders around the world. 
With flagship operations in Singapore and Antwerp, PSA’s portfolio comprises a network of over 50 
coastal, rail and inland terminals in 19 countries. Drawing on the deep expertise and experience 
from a diverse global team, PSA actively collaborates with its customers and partners to deliver 
world-class port services alongside, develop innovative cargo solutions and co-create an Internet of 
Logistics. As the partner of choice in the global supply chain, PSA is “The World's Port of Call”. Visit 
us at www.globalpsa.com. 
 
About ICTSI 
Headquartered and established in 1988 in Manila, Philippines, International Container Terminal 
Services, Inc. (ICTSI) is in the business of port development, management and operations.  As an 
independent business with no shipping, logistics or consignee-related interests, ICTSI works and 
transacts transparently with any stakeholder in the port community. ICTSI’s portfolio of terminals 
and projects spans developed and emerging market economies in the Asia Pacific, the Americas, 
and Europe, the Middle East and Africa. ICTSI has received global acclaim for its public-private 
partnerships with governments divesting of their port assets to the private sector. (www.ictsi.com) 
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